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themselves, who might be better protected by a
Catholic than by a Huguenot reigning on suffer-
ance. He even went so far as to maintain that, in
his opinion, the King need not be disturbed by any
fear lest his spiritual welfare should suffer. Since
surely " whoso believes the Apostles' Creed and dies
obedient to the Decalogue, in charity with his neigh-
bour, loving God with all his heart, and trusting in
His mercy and the merits of Christ's death, cannot
fail to be saved, whatever the sect may be to which
he belongs/' A fine sentiment no doubt, and true,
but which does not meet the case of the perjured
profession for worldly motives of a creed which is
not believed.

The sophist Du Perron, Sully's friend, who had
recently obtained the bishopric of Evreux and one
or two latitudinarian ministers, who, it was sus-
pected, had been not inaccessible to bribes, assisted
in stifling the King's scruples.

Yet bolder and more honest advisers were not
wanting. Aubign6, if we may believe his own testi-
mony, assured his master, that matters were not so
bad as they seemed: the majority of Frenchmen
were so weary of the war that for the sake of peace
they would gladly acknowledge him whether Catholic
or Huguenot. If the Catholics chose a king, all
the disappointed pretenders would turn against
him. The insolent threats of the late King's cour-
tiers, the plots of his cousins, were idle bugbears.
But even if the worst were granted, God had raised
him to victory and power from far lower depths.
His chaplain D'Amours and the aged Beza, his